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APWA 2010 Public Works Congress: Headliners and Highlights

KANSAS CITY, MO. – In mid-August, thousands of city, town, county, and other public and private sector public works and solid waste professionals will converge in Boston for two leading association conferences. Co-located in the Boston Convention and Exhibition Center and joining forces for the first time are the American Public Works Association (APWA) 2010 International Public Works Congress & Exposition, held August 15-18, and the Solid Waste Association of North America (SWANA) WASTECON 2010, held August 15-17. Between the two groups, an estimated 8,000 professionals will be attending the two events.

“The theme for APWA’s 2010 International Public Works Congress is ‘Revolutionizing Public Works,’” said APWA Executive Director Peter King. “And, this year’s co-located conferences will present an unprecedented opportunity for public works and solid waste professionals to join together and focus on today’s imperative issues: reducing waste through recycling and other alternatives, managing public works’ assets in a constrained economy, building sustainable communities, and exploring management and leadership challenges and practices. There are over 200 education sessions to choose from, and conference participants can attend both conferences’ educational sessions, explore a dual exposition floor of over 125,000 square feet, network with more colleagues, and take back many more great ideas to your community,” King said.

APWA Congress keynote speakers over the Congress’ three days will delve deeper into topics of current interest to public works professionals such as:

Opening  Session Keynote Speaker , Sunday, August 15: Speaking at 10 a.m., Mike Barnicle is an award-winning writer and media personality, as well as a political analyst for MSNBC and a frequent contributor, and occasional guest host, on the network’s Hardball with Chris Matthews and Morning Joe. He is also seen regularly on NBC’s Today Show.
	 
Monday, August 16  Keynote Speaker:  Speaking at 8:30 a.m., Christine Ervin has led innovative private-public  collaborations to promote green market transformation for nearly 20 years.  As first President of the U.S. Green Building Council, she led its growth from a start-up organization to become a highly influential coalition of 5,000 companies and organizations. Over her tenure, the Council launched the LEED green building rating system and the Greenbuild conference and expo, which garnered 30,000 attendees in 2009. She also served during President Clinton’s first term as U.S. Assistant Secretary of Energy. Her upcoming book, Certified Green, explores the role of voluntary market programs.

Wednesday, August 18 Featured Speaker: Speaking at 11 a.m., Marty Linsky is co-founder of Cambridge Leadership Associates – an international leadership development firm that specializes in capacity building, consulting and diagnostics in challenging times. He is also a full-time faculty member at the Harvard Kennedy School teaching leadership, press, politics, and public management. As an author, his latest book is The Practice of Adaptive Leadership – Tools and Tactics for Changing Your Organization and the World, co-authored with Dr. Ronald Heifetz and Alexander Grashow.	   

Wednesday, August 18 Featured Speaker: Speaking in a Classroom Workshop setting at 1:30 p.m., Ian Hill started from a humble beginning as an adopted, at-risk youth, and progressed to a business career managing 1,000 employees, and spearheading life-changing community initiatives and projects. His passion for the improvement of others led to founding The Changing Point in 2002, and he is now known throughout the U.S. and Canada for his efforts in promoting positive change for communities and neighborhoods, and the public sector professionals responsible for making communities livable and sustainable. Hill will lead several sessions on public sector leadership.						
Of the over 200 educational sessions during this year’s Congress and WASTECON, many feature cutting edge technology and innovative solutions for public works. Also, APWA’s education sessions are eligible for CEU credit, which is a nationally accepted measure of participation in continuing education activities that keeps participants current with the profession and industry. APWA is following the lead of its members and stepping up efforts to make an even greener “Best Show in Public Works” event than in previous years.  Efforts include electronic registration, printing on FSC certified paper, printing smaller Congress Previews and Programs, Education sessions on green and sustainability issues, electronic speaker files, exercising a green procurement strategy, educating exhibitors with tips on implementing waste reduction, energy and water conservation, clean air practices and establishing APWA’s Green Guidelines at www.apwa.net/Congress. 

Details about sessions and speakers can be found in the 2010 Congress program and at http://sites.apwa.net/congress/2010/home.aspx. For media queries and additional information, contact Laura Bynum at 202.218.6736 or lbynum@apwa.net.

About APWA
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more than 29,000 members involved in the field of public works. Originally chartered in 1937, APWA serves its members by promoting professional excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. With 64 chapters throughout North America, APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, and has an office in Washington, D.C.
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