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Eau Claire’s Public Works Director Amundson Named Top in his Field

Kansas City, MO. – The American Public Works Association (APWA) announced today that 
Brian G. Amundson, P.E., City of Eau Claire, Wisconsin’s Director of Public Works, was recently named 
one of the 2010 Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year.  Amundson will be presented the award 
on Thursday, May 13, 2010 by APWA President Larry Koehle, P.E., MPA, during a celebration at the 
Monona Terrace Community Convention Center at 6:30 p.m.

APWA annually recognizes 10 of the most outstanding public works professionals from across the 
U.S. and Canada for their career-long dedication and service, professionalism, and expertise
 in public works infrastructure. As one of the most coveted and prestigious awards presented by the 
association, the Top Ten Public Works Leader award is given to honor the public works professional’s 
career, in which he or she demonstrated excellence in  public works, services and infrastructure in his 
community through advancement of public works services and technology. 

Amundson’s career in public works operations and management has spanned more than 37 years. As 
Director of Public Works for the City of Eau Claire, Wis., he has administrative responsibility for 
major operating activities consisting of street maintenance, fleet, engineering, mapping, storm water 
management, emergency preparedness, flood control, parking utility, fixed-route transit system, wastewater
treatment and collection, and water treatment and distribution to more than 25, 000 customers. Prior to his 
current position, Amundson served as Eau Claire’s City Engineer for 10 years. 

His dedication and service to public works has been noteworthy throughout his career, and his colleagues 
value his role in the city administration. “Brian is soft-spoken, humble, and quick to credit others when in fact 
it is his contribution that usually is the primary reason for the project’s success. We in Eau Claire have been
blessed to have such a dedicated public official,” said Patrick J. Quinn, P.E., President, of Ayres Associates.
As an example of his dedication and expertise, as one of the first communities in Wisconsin to implement a storm water utility, Amundson was instrumental in introducing the concept and leading the  City of Eau Claire’s 
community through the implementation process. The existence of storm water utility was a key component in funding the  improvements needed to address the flooding that resulted from the extreme rainfall event that occurred in September, 2000. 

Amundson has also been very involved in Leadership Eau Claire, a program run by the Eau Claire Chamber of Commerce Education Foundation that combines leadership skill-building with community education. He worked with the Junior Achievement organization for ten years, serving as instructor to first and third-grade students in the Menomonie and Eau Claire School Districts. In addition, Amundson’s long and substantial participation with APWA’s Wisconsin Chapter was recognized in 2009 by the John Curtis Chapter Service Award. He also has received two Outstanding Public Employee awards from the Eau Claire Area Chamber of Commerce.

About APWA
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more than 29,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by promoting professional excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and  64 chapters in North America.  
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McHenry County’s Mark DeVries Named Top in his Field

Kansas City, MO. – The American Public Works Association (APWA) announced today that R. Mark DeVries, McHenry County, Illinois Division of Transportation Maintenance Superintendent was recently named one of the 2010 Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year. DeVries will be presented the award on Wednesday, may 12, 2010 by APWA Past President Larry Frevert, P.E., during an awards luncheon at noon at Medinah Banquets, 550 Shriners Drive in Addison, Illinois.

With the Top Ten Public Works Leaders award, APWA annually recognizes ten of the most outstanding public works professionals from across the U.S. and Canada for their career-long dedication and service, professionalism, and expertise in public works infrastructure. As one of the most coveted and prestigious awards presented by the association, the top Ten Public Leader award is given in honor of the public works professional’s career, in which he or she demonstrated excellence in public works, services and infrastructure in his community through advancement of public works services and technology.

Throughout his career, DeVries has been a leader in public works maintenance and operations. He began his career as an operator and plow driver for a local township highway department, and followed that s an employee of the McHenry county, Illinois Division of Transportation for 25 years. During his tenure, DeVries has literally put McHenry County on the international map as a leader in the advancement of techniques and best practices for the public works profession. He is a pioneer in the area of snow and ice control, developing an innovative de-icing product for which the county was recognized with APWA’s Technical Innovation Award in 2008.

At the McHenry County DOT, DeVries has been involved in all aspects of maintenance of the County’s transportation infrastructure. Since his promotion to Maintenance Superintendent in 2001, he has been responsible for planning, assigning and supervising the work of personnel engaged in the maintenance of the County Highway System. The people in McHenry County’s Administration are especially happy to have DeVries on the team. “There has been many a storm that I’ve thanked our lucky stars that Mark in charge of the County’s snow removal efforts, “said Kenneth D. Koehler, McHenry County Board Chairman. “He and his dedicated staff always get the job done in stellar fashion.”

DeVries is also a leader in the American Public Works Association (APWA), serving and leading numerous committees at the Branch, Chapter and National level. In these roles, he spearheaded numerous programs including the Snow and Ice Award, supporting development of the technical portion of the APWA North American Snow Conference, and interaction with the American Association of State Highway and Transportation Officials (AASHTO) to enhance a collaborative working relationship. He is also a popular and in-demand speaker and trainer, teaching dozens of classes and authoring numerous articles in journals and other publications. In 2007 and again in 2009, he was invited to travel internationally to visit several countries and share his knowledge of best practices in public works. DeVries and wife Cindy live in Marengo, Illinois.

For more McHenry County information, contact Laura McGovern at 312.819.8228. For media queries, contact Laura Bynum, APWA Media Relations and Communications Manager at lbynum@apwa.net.

About APWA

The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more than 29,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by promoting professional excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and  64 chapters in North America.
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HDR’s Larry Frevert Named Top in his Field
Kansas City, MO. – The American Public Works Association (APWA) announced today that Larry W. Frevert, P.E., HDR Engineering Inc. Vice President/National Program Director of Public Works, was recently named one of them 2010 Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year. Frevert will be presented the award on Tuesday, May 18, 2010 by APWA President Larry Koehle, P.E., MPA, during the National Public Works Week Luncheon celebration of the Kansas City Metro APWA Chapter at noon in the Hyatt Regency Hotel Ballroom, Crown Center.
APWA Annually recognizes ten of the most outstanding public works professionals from across the U.S. and Canada for their career-long dedication and service, professionalism, and expertise in public works infrastructure. As one of the most coveted and prestigious awards presented by the association, the Top Ten Public Works Leader award is given in honor of the public works professional’s career, in which he or she demonstrated excellence in public works, services and infrastructure in his community through advancement of public works services and technology.
Larry Frevert has worked in the public works field for more than 40 years, which has included state and city government, as well as consultant work on major infrastructure projects. He began his career working for the Missouri Department of Transportation (MoDOT) as a Construction Inspector, and eventually became the District Maintenance and Traffic Engineer in Kansas City.  After seventeen years with MoDOT, he worked briefly for a consulting firm before employment with the City of Kansas City’s Public Works Department. While there, he served as the Division Engineer-Street and Traffic for nine years, and the Deputy/Acting Director of Public Works for eight years. Following that, Frevert completed his municipal career role with HDR Engineering, Inc., Frevert has company-wide responsibility for business development with local governments and local responsibility for marketing in the water business group.
Throughout his career, Frevert has been active in providing professional solutions for public works problems. During the severe and tragic flooding along the Mississippi and Missouri Rivers during 1993, Frevert chaired Kansas City, MO’s Levee Committee and had direct responsibility for the levee and floodwall system that protected the City from the possibility of even more devastation. Local government officials agree that Frevert deserves an award for his services to public works. “As an elected official, I learned very quickly that I could depend on Larry to respond to a crisis with calm professionalism, or a constituent complaint with patience and empathy. In either case, I could count on him for a solution, often a very creative one,” said Deb Hermann, Councilwoman, 1st District at large, City of Kansas City, Missouri.
An example of Frevert’s professionalism, service and expertise was highlighted when Kansas City’s leased streetlight system had fallen into a state of disrepair and lacked consistency across the city in providing citizens with uniform, well-lit system. Frevert was part of the negotiation team that coordinated the purchase of the system from the utility company, implemented a design-build upgrade of the system at a cost of $100 million in the bonded funds, and provided Kansas City with a streetlight system that is second to none. Frevert also led the public meetings team that met with neighborhoods to coordinate the improvements.
During his career, Frevert as served as the APWA National President (2007-08) and was a member of the Board of Directors for seven years. He is a Past President of the Kansas City Metro Chapter, served as the chapter’s Chairman of the 1997 North American Snow Conference Host Committee. Frevert also served on the national Finance Committee, Engineering and Technology Committee, Congress Site Selection Committee, and served as the Board Liaison to the Fleet Services Committee and Facilities & Grounds Committee. 

About APWA
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more than 29,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by promoting professional excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 64 chapters in North America.
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Georgetown County’s Director of Public Services Funnye Named Top in his Field

Kansas City, MO. – The American Public Works Association (APWA) announced today that Ray C. Funnye, 
Director of Public Services for Georgetown County, South Carolina was recently named one of the 2010 Top 
Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year. Funnye will be presented the award on Thursday, May 20, 2010 by 
APWA President-Elect George Crombie, MPA, during a celebration at 11:00 a.m. at the National Public Works Week Regional Backhoe Competition located at the Georgetown County Environment Services Division, 203 Landfill Road, in Georgetown, South Carolina.

APWA annually recognizes 10 of the most outstanding public works professionals from across the U.S. and Canada for their career-long dedication and service, professionalism, and expertise in public works infrastructure. As one of the most coveted and prestigious awards presented by the association, the Top Ten Public Works Leader award is given to honor the public works professional’s career, in which he or she has demonstrated excellence in  public works, services and infrastructure in their community through advancement of public works services and technology. 

As Director of Public Services for Georgetown County, Funnye is responsible for the management and direction
of seven major divisions: Public Works, Airport Operations, Environmental Services, Facilities Services, Capital 
Projects,  Fleet Services, and Stormwater Engineering. Prior to his current position, he served as the Director of 
Public Works for Georgetown County, where his responsibilities included organizing and coordinating activities
for roads, drainage, fleet services, aviation, landfill, compost, recycling and collections.

Funnye has demonstrated his professional expertise in many of the issues that have faced Georgetown County. Under his direction, the Georgetown County Facilities Services staff completed the construction of the longest beach access built in the county to date, which includes ADA ramps and beach access walkways, including the only fully ADA-approved beach access. It also provides a place for disabled citizens and visitors to take advantage of the Georgetown County beaches.  

In addition, Funnye set forth a plan to develop a Stormwater Management team in the county several years ago. Since its inception, major strides have been made including the Stormwater Improvements in Georgetown County (SWIG)  project team that has been meeting for over a year. Funnye organized the group with the Clemson University Extension doctorate staff at Baruch Education Center and the County Stormwater Engineering Division to discuss issues of concern including erosion control and water quality. “Without the leadership Ray has provided to our engineering team, we would not have been able to begin to approach the success we have had with resolving so many diverse issues that have faced the citizens of Georgetown County,” said Vice President of Applied Technology & Management, Inc., Anthony G. Maglione, of Charlestown, South Carolina.

About APWA
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more 
than 29,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 64 chapters in North America.

###
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Hennepin County Director of Transportation Jim Grube Named Top in his Field

Kansas City, MO. – The American Public Works Association (APWA) announced today that 
James N. “Jim” Grube, Hennepin County Director of Transportation and County Engineer, was recently 
named one of the 2010 Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year. Jim will be presented the award on 
Wednesday, May 12, 2010 by APWA President Larry Koehle, P.E., MPA, during a celebration at the Grand 
View Lodge, Nisswa, Minnesota at 7:00 p.m.	 

APWA annually recognizes 10 of the most outstanding public works professionals from across the
U.S. and Canada for their career-long dedication and service, professionalism, and expertise in public works infrastructure. As one of the most coveted and prestigious awards presented by the association, the Top Ten Public Works Leader award is given to honor the public works professional’s career, in which he or she has demonstrated excellence in  public works, services and infrastructure in his community through advancement of 
public works services and technology. 

Within the field of public works infrastructure and services, Jim has provided substantial expertise and inspiration for other public works professionals. He has worked in the public works field for more than 33 years, beginning with his experience as City Engineer for the Cities of St. Louis Park, Brooklyn Center and Fairmont, Minnesota for 17 years. For the following 16 years, he served as Director of Transportation and City Engineer for Hennepin County, the largest populated county in Minnesota, which includes Minneapolis and surrounding suburbs. 

In his current capacity as Hennepin County Director of Transportation, Jim provides leadership across a department consisting of six divisions and 213 full-time employees. The county administration staff is glad to have Jim on the team. “Jim tells it like it is and gets stuff done, and done well. The members of the County Board know they can always count on Jim Grube for reliable information and a quality project delivered almost always on time and on or under budget,” said Hennepin County Commissioner Gail Dorfman of Minneapolis, Minnesota. 

As an example of his professional expertise, in 2008 Hennepin County substantially completed a 60 block urban 
arterial reconstruction  project, with Jim as project manager, along Lake Street in Minneapolis. To gain citizen 
and business consent, a Project Advisory Committee consisting of neighborhood residents, business owners and elected officials was formed. Jim was responsible for project design and budget, as well as the public participation aspects of the project.  

	
About APWA
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more 
than 29,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. APWA is  
headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 64 chapters in North America.
								###  
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Punta Gorda’s Public Works Director Keeney Named Top in his Field

Kansas City, MO. – The American Public Works Association (APWA) announced today that Richard C. “Rick” 
Keeney, the City of Punta Gorda, Florida’s Public Works Director was recently named one of the 2010 Top Ten 
Public Works Leaders of the Year. Keeney will be presented the award by APWA Past President Noel Thompson, on Wednesday, May 19 during the full-day events beginning at 9 a.m. at the City Hall, 326 Marion Avenue in Punta Gorda, Florida.

APWA annually recognizes 10 of the most outstanding public works professionals from across the U.S. and Canada for their career-long dedication and service, professionalism, and expertise in public works infrastructure. As one of the most coveted and prestigious awards presented by the association, the Top Ten Public Works Leader award is given to honor the public works professional’s career, in which he or she has demonstrated excellence in  public works, services and infrastructure in their community through advancement of public works services and technology. 

Kenney has had a long and successful career in public works with the City of Punta Gorda, where he began as a Service Worker 1 in 1980. He was promoted to Public Works Director in 1997, and in that capacity he oversees 64 employees in eight divisions: Public Works Administration, Engineering, Right-of-Way Maintenance, Parks & 
Grounds, Sanitation, Punta Gorda Isles Canal Maintenance District, Burnt Store Isles Canal Maintenance District, and Facilities Maintenance. 

Keeney’s career has been highlighted by his excellent public works professionalism and dedication. As an example, following the devastating effects from Hurricane Charley in August, 2004, the City of Punta Gorda immediately put their emergency plan into action. Even with his home severely damaged and the public works facility completely destroyed, Keeney and his staff began restoring essential services in their city. Streets were open for traffic within 24 hours following the storm. Debris was collected and removed from the city within three months following the storm, and more than 300,000 cubic yards of storm debris and yard waste were collected. “Rick Keeney is a doer and not one to emphasize self-promotion. He quietly goes about providing excellent leadership, and setting an example, not only to the Public Works Department, but to the entire Punta Gorda organization and community,” said Punta Gorda City Manager, Howard Kunik. 

In addition, Keeney has been very active in community service over the years. He has a long history of working with the youth of the 4-H Club, teaching them animal-care skills. Each year, the APWA Southwest Florida Branch, led by Keeney,  takes on a Habitat for Humanity project. He has also made a longtime commitment to the Boy Scouts of America, YMCA T-Ball, and the Punta Gorda Little League. Keeney has given numerous presentations at Florida Chapter Trade Shows, and at APWA’s annual Congress & Exposition.

About APWA
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more 
than 29,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 64 chapters in North America.
###
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California’s Kempton Named Top in his Field

Kansas City, MO. – The American Public Works Association (APWA) announced today that Will Kempton, Chief Executive Officer of California’s Orange County Transportation Authority (OCTA) and former Director of California’s Department of Transportation (CalTrans), was recently named one of the 2010 Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year. Kempton will be presented the award on Thursday, May 13, 2010 by APWA Past President Noel Thompson, during a celebration at the Radisson Hotel in Sacramento at 5:30 p.m., and will also be honored by APWA Regional Director Ron Calkins at a joint meeting of the APWA Southern California Chapter and ASCE on May 27, 2010 at 12 noon at the Costa Mesa Hilton, at 3050 Bristol Street, in Costa Mesa, California.

APWA annually recognizes 10 of the most outstanding public works professionals from across the U.S. and Canada for their career-long dedication and service, professionalism, and expertise in public works the Top Ten Public Works Leader award is given to honor the public works professional’s career, in which he or she demonstrated excellence in public works, services and infrastructure in his community through advancement of public works services and technology. 

As Chief Executive Officer of the OCTA, Kempton oversees the multi-modal transportation agency that services Orange County, California. At his direction, OCTA operates a county-wide bus and paratransit service, Metrolink rail service, the 91 Express Lanes toll facility, freeway, street and road improvements projects, and motorist aid service. Prior to his current position, Kempton served as the Director, Department of Transportation, State of California (CalTrans), for five years.

Kempton has been applying his expertise to public works issues throughout his career. As an example, before he arrived at Caltrans, the Department had a reputation for slow delivery of transportation projects. Kempton remedied the situation by signing “Contract for Delivery” with all district directors, resulting in a record of 1,087 out of 1,088 projects delivered on time. Only one project in his five-year tenure was delivered late. Kempton also signed contracts for innovations with District Directors to hold them accountable for their performance, and to promote and facilitate policy changes.

As another example of his professionalism and expertise, following the collapse of the I-35 Bridge in Minneapolis, Minnesota in August, 2007, Kempton dispatched nearly all of Caltrans’ 75 bridge inspectors, calling in several from vacation, and conducted visual inspections of California’s 69 steel deck truss bridges. Inspections were completed in a matter of days. To reassure the public, Kempton appeared before the State Legislature and told them that he was so confident in the safety of the California bridges and in Caltrans’ bridge inspection program, he would not hesitate to drive his family over any of the 12,000 state highway bridges.

To his California public works colleagues, Kempton has been a valuable asset. “I had the privilege of working with Mr. Kempton as a member played a key role on the TBPOC in problem identification and resolution, and his experience was evident in his efforts to ensure the successful completion of this complex project, “said Bimla G. Rhinehart, Executive Director, California Transportation Committee, Sacramento, California. 

About APWA
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more 
than 29,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 64 chapters in North America.
###
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Goffstown’s Director of Public Works Quiram Named Top in his Field

Kansas City, MO. – The American Public Works Association (APWA) announced today that Carl L. Quiram, P.E.
Director of Public Works of the Town of Goffstown, New Hampshire, was recently named one of the 2010 Top 
Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year.  Quiram will be presented the award on Wednesday, May 19, 2010 by 
APWA President-Elect George Crombie, MPA, during a celebration at 11:30 a.m. at Christina’s Restaurant, located at 2 Washington Street in Foxborough, Massachusetts.

APWA annually recognizes 10 of the most outstanding public works professionals from across the U.S. and Canada for their career-long dedication and service, professionalism, and expertise in public works infrastructure. As one of the most coveted and prestigious awards presented by the association, the Top Ten Public Works Leader award is given to honor the public works professional’s career, in which he or she has demonstrated excellence in  public works, services and infrastructure in their community through advancement of public works services and technology. 

As Director for Public Works for the Town of Goffstown, New Hampshire, Quiram is responsible for the management and direction of 135 miles of roadway; the operation of the Town’s transfer station; the curbside collection of refuse and single stream recyclables; the hauling of collected material to end processing/disposal sites; cemetery maintenance; maintenance of the Town’s fleet of vehicles; maintenance of the sewer collection system; MS4 maintenance; and facilities and grounds maintenance.

Quiram has demonstrated his professional expertise in numerous projects for the Town of Goffstown, including the construction of and relocation to a new public works facility; closure of the Town landfill and creation the first New Hampshire Department of Environmental Services-approved recreational reuse in New Hampshire; development and implementation of a long-term road plan to update an aging roadway network; design and construction of one of the early roundabouts in the state; and the implementation of an Infrastructure Management Plan to inventory and assess condition of all GIS assets. “Carl has become the ‘go to guy’ when state agencies want advice on local infrastructure projects. His leadership is founded in his expertise and enhanced by his ability to articulate the issues and build consensus for solutions,” said the Commissioner of New Hampshire Department of Transportation, George N. Campbell, Jr.

Over the years, Quiram has also offered his expertise to assist New Hampshire citizens as well as his community. In 1999, Governor Shaheen appointed him to the New Hampshire Solid Waste Task Force, which was convened to study the effects of limited disposal capacity and too few private vendors in the solid waste industry in New Hampshire. Quiram has also recently been appointed to the NHDOT Transportation Appeals Board. 

About APWA
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more 
than 29,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by promoting professional 
excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 64 chapters in North America.
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City of High Point’s Thompson Named Top in his Field

Kansas City, MO. – The American Public Works Association (APWA) announced today that Chris Thompson, P.E., High Point, North Carolina’s Director of Public Services, was recently named one of the 2010 Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year.  Thompson will be presented the award on Monday, May 17, 2010 by APWA Past President Noel Thompson during a reception at the High Point City Council meeting at 4:45 p.m. at City Hall, 211 S. Hamilton Street.  

APWA annually recognizes 10 of the most outstanding public works professionals from across the U.S. and Canada for their career-long dedication and service, professionalism, and expertise in public works infrastructure.  As one of the most coveted and prestigious awards presented by the association, the Top Ten Public Works Leader award is given in honor of the public works  professional’s career, in which he or she demonstrated excellence in public works, services and infrastructure in his community through advancement of public works services and technology.
 
Thompson currently manages all aspects of the department including water filtration, two wastewater treatment plants, plant maintenance, water distribution and sewer collection, as well as the lab divisions for a department with 306 employees, and an operating budget of more than $41 million, and ongoing capital projects budget of $200 million. Through it all, he has maintained a high quality of public services and infrastructure for the community. 
		
As an example, on one of his projects that occurred in the winter of 2002-3, High Point was the victim of two significant ice storms that created mountains of debris to be cleared from streets and the right-of-way. He recruited volunteers from other divisions, and focused on getting the roadways open for emergency vehicles, while also coordinating with the electric  department to ensure that any debris that was entangled with power lines was cleared and safe before allowing personnel to remove it.“It has been a pleasure to work with Chris during my tenure as Mayor and City Council member. He is thorough, concise, and has the rare ability to make things clearer for non-engineers and elected officials,” said Rebecca R. Smothers, Mayor, City of High Point, North Carolina.  “He has handled some difficult public issues with patience and respect for the public,” Smothers said.

Thompson’s service is highlighted by his dedication to employees. In the halls of High Point’s City Hall outside his Administrative office, there is a display of photos showing his employees in action. This has proven to be an education for the public, as well as for the City employees seeing those who serve, and what they do in the community. Thompson’s theme for his department is “Your Public Services Department…Working for You.”

About APWA
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more than 29,500 members involved in the field of public works. APWA serves its members by promoting professional excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge. APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and  64 chapters in North America.  
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Pierce County’s Ziegler Named Top in his Field

Kansas City, MO. – The American Public Works Association (APWA) announced today that Brian J. Ziegler, P.E., Pierce County, Washington’s Public Works and Utilities Director, was recently named one of the 2010 Top Ten Public Works Leaders of the Year.  Ziegler will be presented the award on Tuesday, May 18, 2010 by APWA Executive Committee Representative Dwayne E. Kalynchuk, CSM, during a luncheon at noon at the Bellevue Hilton, in Bellevue, Washington.

APWA annually recognizes 10 of the most outstanding public works professionals from across the U.S. and Canada for their career-long dedication and service, professionalism, and expertise in public works infrastructure.  As one of the most coveted and prestigious awards presented by the association, the Top Ten Public Works Leader award is given in honor of the public works professional’s career, in which he or she demonstrated excellence in public works, services and infrastructure in his community through advancement of public works services and technology.

As the Public Works and Utilities Director for Pierce County, Washington, Ziegler manages a staff of over 600 employees engaged in the delivery of transportation and environmental services in a county of 800,000 residents. Transportation services include roadway planning, design, construction, maintenance and operations; and management of the county ferry system and two county-owned airports.  The area’s environmental services include responsibility for wastewater collections and treatment for 60,000 customers, solid waste programs and rates, and a storm water management and construction program serving all rural property owners in the county.

Ziegler’s project management skills have helped lead a number of high-profile projects to success.  “Brian continues to press forward, driving innovative initiatives in transportation systems, sewer utility standards, solid waste practices and surface water management.  While relying on Brian’s technical knowledge and public service, I have come to appreciate his excellent leadership and sound solutions,” said Pierce County Executive Pat McCarthy, of Tacoma, Washington.  As an example in his current position, he spearheaded the planning, design, financing, construction, maintenance and operations efforts for construction of the new Chambers Bay Golf Course, a world-class facility that was selected – just seven months after it opened  – to host the prestigious U.S. Amateur and U.S. Open golf championships.  Ziegler and his department created a master plan for the site in 2005 that won an award for the process and product from the American Planning Association.

Within his community, Ziegler serves as a volunteer with Tacoma/South Puget Sound Mathematics Engineering Science Achievement, a partnership that brings leaders from higher education and business into the classroom to encourage female and minority K-12 students in the sciences.  He is also an instructor with the Northwest Public Works Institute, where he teaches public works professionals a four-day course in the essentials of public works management and leadership. 

About APWA
The American Public Works Association (www.apwa.net) is a not-for-profit, international organization of more than 29,500 members involved in the field of public works.  APWA serves its members by promoting professional excellence and public awareness through education, advocacy and the exchange of knowledge.  APWA is headquartered in Kansas City, Missouri, has an office in Washington, D.C. and 64 chapters in North America.
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